
A Legacy of Support

W inston Churchill said, 
“We make a living by 
what we get. We make a 

life by what we give.” For Auxiliary 
President Sherry Morrissette, giving 
has been an important part of her 
life for as long as she can remember.

“When I was growing up, my 
mother was a very active volunteer 
at Andrews Air Force Base 
Hospital during the Vietnam War. 
She ran the teen club when I was in 
junior high. And my stepfather was 
deputy fire chief for the District 
of Columbia Fire Department,” 
Sherry said.

“There were many nights 
my brothers and sisters and I sat 
around the dinner table hearing 
about families the department had 
taken in after a fire,” remembered 
Sherry. “Serving the community 
was part of the culture of our 
family. It was instilled in us to give 
back and help those in need.”

After graduating from high 
school, Sherry’s first job was at 

St. Elizabeth’s, a federal mental 
hospital that served World War I 
and II veterans. “St. Elizabeth’s had 
such an atmosphere of caring. I 
learned so much from the doctors 
and nurses there. I felt the work was 
worthwhile,” she shared. During 
her early federal government career, 
Sherry earned her associate’s degree 
by attending night school and had 
her three sons.

Sherry spent the majority of her 
career in the budget and financial 
management arena, working for 
the Department of the Interior and 
NOAA and “took advantage of 
federal government programs” to 
enhance her career. “The projects 
I worked on were a good fit for my 
inquisitive nature.”

Retirement from government 
service presented some blessings 
and challenges; a blessing was 
being able to care for her new 
granddaughter a few days a week. 
One major challenge was that her 
husband underwent triple bypass 

surgery, though that ultimately 
led to a blessing as well. “I had 
never had a lot of interaction with 
hospitals until my husband had 
his surgery. We had such a positive 
experience. After the birth of my 
granddaughter at AAMC, I became 
a volunteer in 2010.”

President of the Auxiliary since 
2014, Sherry spends two to three 
days at AAMC, working from home 
the rest of the week so she can care 
for her younger granddaughter. 
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Have Things Changed?

I t has been said change is the only constant in life. Many 
of life’s most common events can suggest the need to 
periodically review and update your estate plans. 
Your property has changed. The sale, purchase or 

inheritance of assets can considerably alter the makeup of 
your estate. You may find that your current plans no longer 
“match” the properties you own. 

Your address has changed. If you have moved to 
another state since you last reviewed your plans, you 
should make sure no changes are needed in light of the 
laws of your current state of residence.

The needs of loved ones have changed. Over time, 
some loved ones may become more independent while 
others may have greater needs. Your will should reflect 
such changes and, after providing for the needs of family 
and loved ones, you may wish to update the charitable gifts 
included in your will or other plans.

Your family has changed. The loss of a loved one or an 
addition to your family may have an impact on the terms 
of your will. Revisions can be simple but should always be 
made with the assistance of qualified counsel.

Laws have changed that affect your estate plans. 
Changes in federal tax laws in recent years and the laws 
of many states have reduced the amount of estate tax 
many will owe. You may find that you now have more 
assets available to leave to your loved ones and charitable 
interests, such as AAMC. 

Even in the absence of major life events, a quick review 
every few years can prevent your will, trust and other 
estate plans from becoming obsolete. If we can answer any 
questions about the charitable aspects of your plans, return 
the enclosed card or contact Briana Walsh.

Meet Briana Walsh
Briana McFadden 
Walsh is a new face 
at the Anne Arundel 
Medical Center 
Foundation. With 
almost a decade of 
experience working in 
the non-profit health 
field—most recently 
at The Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society—
Briana will be focusing 

on working with our donors to find ways 
to support AAMC through their estate and 
financial plans. 

Briana is an Anne Arundel and Queen’s 
County native, graduating from the Key 
School in Annapolis. She attended Loyola 
University in Maryland and received her 
master’s degree from the George Washington 
School of Business. 

“I’m excited to be working at AAMC, a  
place that offers so much to the community in 
which I grew up and still reside. I’m looking 
forward to meeting our wonderful supporters 
and helping them find ways to make an 
impact with their gifts.”

Briana can be reached at 443-481-4745 or 
by email at bwalsh@aahs.org. She is available 
to meet with you and take you on a tour of 
Anne Arundel Medical Center. 
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Heritage 
SOCIETY

Founded in 1991, the Heritage Society recognizes–with their 
permission–those individuals who have included the AAMC 
Foundation in their will or trust, or who have made other planned 
gifts to support the future of our mission to enhance the health of 
the people we serve. 

The Belcher Society recognizes, 
educates and encourages people to 
support the future of healthcare 
in our community by including 
AAMC Foundation in their plans 
through a gift of $100,000 or more. 

Briana Walsh



Test Your Will IQ

P eople often have 
misconceptions when 
it comes to wills. The 

following True/False statements 
can help you discover how much 
you know about wills—and how 
much you may need to learn.

1. By having an effective will, I 
can ensure that those I leave 
behind are taken care of in  
the ways I suggest.   
q True  q False 

2. I can benefit from having  
an up-to-date will, even  
if I have a modest estate.   
q True  q False

3.  It is important that each spouse 
has a will, even if the wills are 
essentially the same.   
q True  q False

4. I can leave a legacy to my 
charitable interests by including 
them as beneficiaries in my will 
and other long-range plans.   
q True  q False

How did you do?
All of the statements above 

are True. If you got them all right, 
congratulations! If you missed any, 
don’t worry. 

Your professional advisor will 
guide you through the process of 
properly preparing your will and 
other estate plans or updating 
those you already have in place.

Tax-Free Giving

C onsider making a meaningful gift to AAMC 
through tax-free giving from your retirement plan 
assets. If you are age 70½ or older, and are looking 

for the most tax-efficient ways to make your charitable 
gifts, you can:

•  Make a generous gift that might not be possible using  
other assets.

•  Give directly from a traditional or Roth IRA completely  
free of federal income tax.

•  Make tax-free gifts each year from your IRA withdrawals 
by having a portion (up to $100,000) transferred directly  
to charity. 

•  Use your Required Minimum Distribution for your 
charitable gift and avoid taxes on the transfer of funds.
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With a volunteer staff 650 strong, the Auxiliary 
supports 60 services at Anne Arundel. She is especially 
excited about a new scholarship program the Auxiliary 
is offering non-medical staff. The Auxiliary was able to 
provide nine scholarships this year with plans to increase 
these in the future. 

In addition to the major commitment of time she gives 
AAMC, Sherry has also created a generous legacy for the 
future with a wonderful financial gift. She has named AAMC 
as a beneficiary of her retirement fund, designating her gift to 
benefit mental health and wellness.

“There is such a need in the community for enhanced 
mental health services, both for young people and older 
adults. My own family has been touched by alcoholism and 
drug abuse, so there is a personal connection as well. And 
I’ve never forgotten my years working at St. Elizabeth’s,” 
Sherry said.

AAMC is fortunate to have such a generous leader in 
Sherry Morrissette, willing to give her time and create a 
legacy of support to make the Annapolis community a 
healthier place.
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Leaving a Legacy to AAMC

B equests to AAMC are often included in the 
wills and trusts of our friends who want to 
continue their support in the future and make 

us part of their legacy. There are a number of ways to 
accomplish this goal:

•  The residue. You can provide that charitable gifts be 
made from what is left after all other gifts to loved 
ones have been fulfilled. Giving “what’s left” to 
AAMC does not affect your family’s future security. 
See the box below for sample bequest language you 
may want to share with your attorney.

•  A specific amount. You designate that a particular 
dollar amount be transferred to AAMC and  
other causes.

•  A percentage. A percentage of your estate can be 
designated for charitable purposes, thus ensuring 
that your gifts remain in proportion to bequests to 
loved ones and other charitable interests.

We welcome the opportunity to discuss more 
options and provide information on the charitable 
aspects of your plans. Simply contact Briana Walsh at 
the number below, or return the enclosed card.

Sample  
Bequest Language

I f you are considering making Anne 
Arundel Medical Center part of your 
legacy, here is some suggested language 

you may want to share with your attorney:

“I give  % of the residue of my estate 
(or otherwise describe the property)  
[or $  ] to the Anne Arundel Medical  
Center Foundation, a tax exempt  
501(c)(3) organization with a federal 
taxpayer identification number of 
52-1331298, located at 2000 Medical 
Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401, phone:  
(443) 481-4747.” 

Briana McFadden Walsh

Planned Giving Officer
Anne Arundel Medical Center Foundation 

2000 Medical Parkway

Belcher Pavilion, Suite 604

Annapolis, MD 21401

(443) 481-4745 • bwalsh@aahs.org

For more information
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If you no longer wish to receive information about 
supporting Anne Arundel Medical Center, please 
write to us at 2000 Medical Parkway, Belcher 
Pavilion, Suite 604, Annapolis, MD, 21401.

The purpose of this publication is to provide general gift, estate, and financial planning information. It is not 
intended as legal, accounting or other professional advice. For assistance in planning charitable gifts with 
tax and other implications, the services of appropriate advisors should be obtained. Consult an attorney 
for advice if your plans require revision of a will or other legal document. Tax deductions vary based on 
applicable federal discount rates, which can change on a monthly basis. Some opportunities may not be 
available in all states. ©MMXVI RFSCO, Inc. All Rights Reserved. NNNPDF-16


